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RURAL HEALTH SERVICE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

By L. L. Lumsden, Surgeon, United States Public Health Service. 

According to data obtained by the Rural Sanitation Office of the 
Public Health Service from the health departments of the States, the 
following (Table I) is a list, by States, of counties (or districts) in 
which the rural sections thereof at the beginning of the calendar 
years 1920, 1921, and 1922, respectively, were provided with local 
health service under the administration of whole-time county or 
district health officers: 
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Table I. — List of counties, or districts, in which, as of January 1, 1920, 1921, and 1922, 
respectively, rural sections were provided with local health service under whole-time 
health officers. 



1820 



Sebastian. 



Los Angeles. 



1921 



1922 



ALABAMA. 



Calhoun. 


Baldwin. 


Baldwin. 


Colbert. 


Calhoun. 


Barbour. 


Elmore. 


Colbert. 


Calhoun. 


Etowah. 


Etowah. 


Colbert. 


Jefferson. 


Hale. 


Dallas. 


Madison. 


Jefferson. 


Etowah. 


Montgomery. 


Lauderdale. 


Houston. 


Pike. 


Madison. 


Jefferson. 


Sumter. 


Mobile. 


Lauderdale. 


Talladega. 


Montgomery. 


Madison. 


Tuscaloosa. 


Morgan. 


Mobile. 


Walker. 


Pike. 


Montgomery. 




Sumter. 


Morgan. 




Talladega. 


Pike. 




Tuscaloosa. 


Sumter. 




Walker. 


Talladega. 

Tuscaloosa. 

Walker. 



CALIFORNIA. 



Los Angeles. 
San Francisco. 



Baldwin. 


Baldwin. 


Baldwin. 


Bartow. 


Bartow. 


Bartow. 


Cobb. 


Brooks. 


Brooks. 


Colquitt. 


Clarke. 


Clarke. 


Dougherty. 


Cobb. 


Cobb. 


Floyd. 


Decatur. 


Decatur. 


Glynn. 


Dougherty. 


Dougherty. 


Hart. 


Floyd. 


Floyd. 


Laurens. 


Glynn. 


Glynn. 


Lowndes. 


Hall. 


Hall. 


Sumter. 


Laurens. 


Laurens. 


Tift. 


Lowndes. 


Lowndes. 


Thomas. 


Sumter. 


Sumter. 


Troup. 


Thomas. 


Mitchell. 


Walker. 


Troup. 


Thomas. 


Worth. 


Walker. 


Troup. 




Worth. 


Walker. 
Worth. 



Bannock. 
Twin Falls. 
Boise. 



Dubuque. 



1920 



Rapides. 



St. Clair. 



Butler. 


Butler. 


Butler. 


Cherokee. 


Cherokee. 


Cherokee. 


Ford. 


Ford. 


Ellis. 


Geary. 


Geary. 


Ford. 


Marion. 


Marion. 


Geary. 
Marion. 
Ottawa. 
Wabaunsee. 



KENTUCKY. 



Mason. 


Bovd. 


Bell. 




Daviess. 


Boyd. 




Fulton. 


Daviess. 




Harlan. 


Fulton. 




Jefferson. 


Harlan. 




Mason. 


Mason. 




Muhlenberg. 


Muhlenberg 




Scott. 


Scott. 



Rapides. 



Beauregard. 

Caddo. 

De Soto. 

Natchitoches. 

Ouachita. 

Rapides. 

Washington. 



MARYLAND. 



Washington. 



MASSACHUSETTS. 



MISSISSIPPI. 



Grenada. 


Bolivar. 


Bolivar. 




Harrison. 


Coahoma. 


Lee. 


Jones. 


Forrest. 


Monroe. 


Lee. 


Harrison. 


Pike. 




Jones. 

Lee. 

Marshall. 

Union. 

Washington. 



Greene. 



Greene. 
Jasper. 



i Parishes. 
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Table I.— List of counties, or districts, in which, as of January 1, 1920, 1921, and 1922, 
respectively, rural sections were provided with local health service under whole-time 
health officers— Continued. 



1920 


1921 


1922 


1920 


1921 


1922 




MONTANA. 




ohio — continued. 


Missoula. 


Cascade. 


Cascade. 


Scioto. 


Highland. 


Greene. 


Yellowstone. 


Missoula. 


Lewis and 


Shelby. 


Hocking. 


Hamilton. 




Yellowstone. 


Clark. 


Stark. 


Lake. 


Highland. 






Missoula. 


Summit. 


Lorain. 


Hocking. 






Yellowstone. 




Lucas. 

Mahoning. 

Marion. 


Lake. 
Lorain. 








Lucas. 




NEW MEXICO. 






Medina. 
Meigs. 


Madison. 

Mahoning. 

Marion. 










Miami. 




Bernalillo. 


Bernalillo. 




Monroe. 


Miami. 




Chaves. 


Chaves. 




Montgomery. 


Monroe. 




San Miguel. 
Santa Fe. 


San Miguel. 
Santa Fc. 




Muskingum. 
Noble. 


Montgomery. 
Morrow. 




Union. 


Torrance. 




Paulding. 


Muskingum. 






Union. 




Sandusky. 


Paulding. 






Valencia. 




Scioto. 
Seneca. 
Shelbv. 


Ross. 
Sandusky. 








Scioto. 




NEW YORK. 






Stark: 
Summit. 


Seneca. 
Shelby. 
Stark. 










Trumbull. 


Lake George. 1 








Union. 
Washington. 


Summit. 
Trumbull. 








Union. 


i 


IORTH CAROLINA. 








Washington. 
Wayne. 








Wood. 


Cabarrus. 


Beaufort. 


Bertie. 








Cumberland. 


Buncombe. 


Bladen. 








Davidson. 


Bertie. 


Buncombe. 




OKLAHOMA. 




Durham. 


Cabarrus. 
Chatham. 


Cabarrus. 
Columbus. 








Edgecombe. 








Forsythe. 


Cumberland. 


Craven. 


Ottawa. 


Ottawa. 


Ottawa. 


Granville. 


Davidson. 


Cumberland. 








Guilford. 


Durham. 


Davidson. 








Halifax. 


Edgecombe. 


Durham. 


s 


OUTH CAROLINA. 




New Hanover. 


Forsythe. 
Granville. 


Edgecombe. 
Forsythe. 








Northampton. 








Pitt. 


Halifax. 


Granville. 


Calhoun. 


Calhoun. 


Charleston. 


Robeson. 


Lenoir. 


Guilford. 


Darlington. 


Charleston. 


Cherokee. 


Rowan. 


New Hanover. 


Halifax. 


Fairfield. 


Cherokee. 


Darlington. 
Fairfield. 


Surry. 


Northampton. 


Lenoir. 


Lee. 


Darlington. 


Wake. 


Pitt. 


Mecklenburg. 


Newberry. 


Fairfield. 


Greenville. 


Wilson. 


Robeson. 


New Hanover. 


Orangeburg. 


Lee. 


Newberry. 




Rowan. 


Northampton. 




Newberry. 


Orangeburg. 




Sampson. 


Pamlico. 




Orangeburg. 






Surry. 
Vance. 


Pitt. 
Robeson. 


















Wake. 
Wayne. 


Rowan. 

Sampson. 




SOUTH DAKOTA. 






Wilkes. 


Surry. 










Wilson. 


Vance. 
Wake. 
Wayne. 
Wilkes. 






Brown. 








TENNESSEE. 








Wilson. 










Hamilton. 












Davidson. 




OHIO. 








Montgomery. 
Roane. 








Williamson. 


Allen. 


Allen. 


Allen. 








Ashtabula. 


Ashtabula. 


Ashtabula. 








Butler. 


Belmont. 


Belmont. 




TEXAS. 




Darke. 


Butler. 
Champaign. 


Butler. 
Champaign. 








Hamilton. 








Harrison. 


Clermont. 


Clermont. 


Bell. 


Bell. 


Dallam. 


Hocking. 


Crawford. 


Clinton. 


Jefferson. 


Dallas. 


Dallas. 


Mahoning. 


Cuyahoga. 


Columbiana. 


Tarrant. 


Jefferson. 


Hidalgo. 


Medina. 


Delaware. 


Coshocton. 


Wichita. 


Tarrant. 


Jelferson. 


Montgomery. 


Fairfield. 


Crawford. 


Williamson. 


Wichita. 


Tarrant. 


Muskingum. 


Hamilton. 


Cuyahoga. 




Williamson. 




Sandusky. 


Henry. 


Erie. 









8 District. 
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Table I. — List of counties, or districts, in which, as of January 1, 1920, 1921, and 1922, 
respectively, rural sections were provided with local health service under whole-time 
health officers — Continued. 



1921 



Arlington. 
Augusta. 
Fairfax. 
Fauquier. 



Weber. 



First. 


First. 


First. 


Second. 


Second. 


Second. 


Third. 


Third. 


Third. 


Fourth. 


Fourth. 


Fourth. 


Fifth. 


Fifth. 


Fifth. 


Sixth. 


Sixth. 


Sixth. 


Seventh. 


Seventh. 


Seventh. 


Eighth. 


Eighth. 


Eighth. 


Ninth. 


Ninth. 


Ninth. 


Tenth. 


Tenth. 


Tenth. 



Albemarle. 

Arlington. 

Augusta. 

Clarke. 



Albemarle. 
Arlington. 
Augusta. 
Fairfax. 



1921 



1922 



Virginia— continued. 



Pittsylvania. 


Fairfax. 


Fauquier. 


Princo William. 


Fauquier. 


Halifax. 




Halifax. 


Norfolk. 




Henrv. 


Tazewell. 




Norfolk. 


Wise. 




Tazewell. 





WASHINGTON. 



Yakima. 



King. 
Spokane. 
Walla Walla. 
Yakima. 



King. 
Spokane. 
Waila Walla. 
Yakima. 



WEST VIRGINIA. 



Greenbrier 



Greenbrier. 

Logan. 

Mingo. 



1 Districts. 



Resume of Table 1. 



State. 


Number of counties. 


Increase 
or de- 
crease 

in 1920. 


Increase 
or de- 


1920 


1921 


1922 


crease 
in 1921. 




12 
1 
1 

16 


5 
1 
1 



1 

5 

2 

1 

17 
16 
1 
6 

1 
5 

10 
6 
1 



16 


17 


5 
8 
1 



4 
1 
3 
5 

25 
36 
1 
8 


6 

10 
10 
4 
1 


18 

2 

18 
3 
1 
8 
8 
7 
1 
1 

9 
2 
4 
7 


29 

40 
1 
7 
1 
4 
5 
1 

10 
9 
4 
3 


+4 
-1 
-1 
+1 


+2 








+2 




+1 




+3 






+ 1 






+3 




+7 






+6 






+ 1 






+1 




-1 

-1 

+ 1 
+ 1 
+5 
-1 
+8 
+20 






+5 




+1 




+1 




+2 








+4 


Ohio 


+4 








+2 


— 1 




+1 




-1 
+1 


+4 




— 1 


Utah 


+1 










+4 
+3 
+ 1 


— 1 








+2 






Total 


109 


161 


203 


+52 


+42 







In view of the general economic situation, the net increases in 
number of 52 within the calendar year 1920 and of 42 within the 



July 21, 1922. 



1798 



calendar year 1921 are indicative of progress in appreciation by our 
rural communities of the relative importance of investment for 
whole-time local health service. 

With the now demonstrated value of reasonably adequate local 
health service, the fact that only about 203 of the 3,065 counties, or 
equivalent divisions, in our 48 States are provided at this time with 
rural health service under the direction of whole-time local health 
officers can be regarded as being in the nature of a national calamity. 

If our Federal and State Governments would give to county gov- 
ernments a degree of cooperation in the development and mainte- 
nance of local rural health service even approaching that which they 
have given in a number of other important fields of activity, rapid 
progress could be made in the prevention of disease and the pro- 
motion of health among all our people. 

The following (Table II) presents, by States, the percentage of 
rural population having, at the beginning of 1922, local health service 
under the direction of whole-time county (or district) health officers: 

Table II. — Percentage of rural population having, on Jan. 1, 1922, local health service 
under whole-time county or district health officers. 



State. 


Rural popu- 
lation. 


Rural popula- 
tion with local 
health service 
under direc- 
tion of whole- 
time health 
officer. 


Percentage of 
rural popula- 
tion with local 
health service 
under direc- 
tion of whole- 
time health 
officer. 




1. 838, 857 

' 216, 376 

1, 461, 707 

1,095,132 

486, 370 

444, 292 

102,236 

012,645 

2, 167, 973 

312, 829 

2,079,602 

1, 447, 535 

1, 528, 526 

1, 151, 293 

1, 783, 0S7 

1,170,346 

■168, 445 

580, 239 

202, 108 

1, 426, 852 

1,335,532 

1, 550, 497 

1,817,152 

376, 878 

891, 066 

62, 153 

163,322 

673,611 

295, 390 

1, 794, 985 

2, 068, 753 

557,446 

2,082,258 

1, 488, 803 

392, 370 

3,112,202 

15, 217 

1, 389, 737 


639, 845 





145, 826 









359, 055 

34,427 





19, 121 

121, 927 

148, 078 

191, 183 



31,630 

11,558 





240, 952 

57, 231 

47, 211 









82, 401 



822, 127 



1, 057, 137 

19, 435 







273,036 


34.79 














13.31 
























16.56 




11.00 














1.25 




10.59 




8.30 




16.33 








5.45 




5.71 














15.54 




3.15 




12.52 
























27.89 









39.74 







Ohio 


50.77 




1.31 



















19.69 
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Table II. — Percentage of rural population having, on Jan: 1, 1922, local health service 
under whole-time county or district health oncers— Continued. 



Stp.te. 



Rural popu- 
lation. 



Rural popula- 
tion with local 
health service 
under direc- 
tion of whole- 
time health 
officer. 



Percentage of 
rural popula- 
tion with local 
health service 
under direc- 
tion of whole 
timo health- 
officer. 



South Dakota. 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington. . 
West Virginia 

Wisconsin . 

Wyoming 

Total... 



534,675 
1,726,659 
3,150,539 

233,812 

242,452 
1,635,203 

607,886 
1,094,694 
1, 387, 499 

137,054 



14,972 
109,867 
128, 399 

10,659 
242, 452 
270, 118 
151, 949 

83, 795 





2.80 

6.36 

4.07 

4.56 

100. oo 

16.52 

2.5.00 

7.65 







51,394,295 



5,314,991 



10.34 



The figures in this compilation, indicating that only 10.34 per cent 
of our rural population are protected with health service which even 
approaches adequacy, should be a matter of serious concern to all 
persons interested in our national welfare. 



DEATH RATES IN A GROUP OF INSURED PERSONS. 

DEATH RATES FOR PRINCIPAL CAUSES, APRIL AND MAY, 1922. 

The accompanying table is taken from the Statistical Bulletin of 
the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. for June, 1922, and presents the 
mortality experience of the industrial department of the company for 
April and May, 1922, and May and year, 1921. The figures are based 
on a strength of approximately 14,000,000 insured persons. 

The death rate in this group for May, 1922, was 1 per cent lower 
than that for April, but 6 per cent higher than the rate for May, 1921. 
In comparison with the corresponding month of 1921, higher death 
rates were recorded for May of this year for measles, influenza, cancer, 
organic diseases of the heart, and pneumonia. The mortality from 
diphtheria, however, was 36 per cent lower for May, 1922, than for 
the corresponding month of last year. 



